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would this be supporting that community as well or why did we select elderly support 
for this tranche? 

Mr. Dahilig: In the inception of trying to craft the proposal 
to the Council, we reached out to each of the different agencies that we know were 
forward-facing at this juncture in continuing community response for the pandemic. 
This is what Kealoha and her team recommended to us to be included in that. They 
sought to still have a maintenance of effort in mental health support, where currently 
we have CARES funding that is supporting EAP access for our kupuna that has served 
to be very critical in providing an ear and resources for that area for our kupuna 
especially throughout the pandemic, which has been very isolating in nature. So that 
is meant as a sustainment of effort and that would be the same for the food support. As 
you have mentioned, Councilmember Cowden, there has been a surge of need across the 
board with their existing food programs. This is meant to back stop and maintain a 
level of service they believe reflects the current surge in asks, so that is where this would 
not necessarily be an expansion of any particular program, rather just a maintenance 
of what they have been able to put in place this last March. 

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Do we have any other questions from the 
Members on these elderly items? We will take a caption break, then we will come back 
to Councilmember Kuali'i with a follow-up question on the elderly and keep going. 

There being no objections, the meeting recessed at 10:30 a.m. 

The meeting reconvened at 10:44 a.m., and proceeded as follows: 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Welcome back. Councilmember Kuali'i has 
questions regarding the elderly line items. 

Councilmember Kuali'i: I know you said a little bit about it Mike, but 
I know earlier today we voted on six hundred forty-two thousand six hundred 
eighty-one dollars ($642,681) for the Agency on Elderly Affairs and that was also 
American Rescue Plan moneys. A lot of it went to different things like supportive 
services, congregate meals, home-delivered meals, and this was to expand their 
existing programs to reach more of our elders. I do not know what their wait list is 
like, but I did submit a follow-up question. So along those lines, you said these 
moneys are more flexible, not necessarily specifically for those particular programs. 
Will the money still go there or is the County doing it directly like food boxes? How 
is this the same or different? 

Mr. Dahilig: Early on in the pandemic we launched food 
box programs to help pair our local farmers with kupuna that could not leave their 
homes and provide them sustenance during that early pandemic period. That 
program has evolved over time, but still would be in that food box type of approach 
where those who are still receiving some services from the Agency on Elderly Affairs 
due to the pandemic would be continued on in that manner. With respect to the ARPA 
moneys that were specifically set as part of the Title III funds-that is a different 
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program, but it is meant as a more sustained expansion from what I understand. In 
terms of how long that waitlist is, we will keep an eye out for the communication and 
we will also try to elaborate in more detail how the food support program will 
integrate with this additional funding from the ARP A. 

Councilmember Kuali'i: I have something that is very specific. I do not 
know if the food boxes, in working with the farmers ... ! know it included fresh 
vegetables and fruits, but I do not know if it included poi, but I think for some of our 
kupuna who are especially needy, it would be good if we could include poi, too. Just 
putting that out there. Thank you. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the 
Members on these elderly line items? If not, we will move on to new line items. 
Councilmember DeCosta. 

Councilmember De Costa: I like the poi idea. That is good. While we are 
at it, let us add organic grass-fed beef also, so let us not stop there, Councilmember 
Kuali'i. You always impress me. Mike, K-PAL Youth Mental Recovery Support 
Programs for the three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000). Do we have a K-PAL 
position through KPD or was that defunded? 

Mr. Dahilig: My understanding is that community policing 
includes K-PAL programming and it may not necessarily be a specific position that 
is dedicated based off of the way that Chief Raybuck has organized that office, but is 
included in the different community policing programs that they do. Our intention 
in the pre-dialogue with the Councilmembers were that there was a desire to see more 
resources pushed towards our youth in terms of their ability to recover from the 
pandemic. We see this as a way to enhance some of the K-PAL programing, so this 
would not necessarily be to fund the position, rather to be able to have that 
community policing core be able to have more tools at their disposal to support our 
youth as we get back to normal. 

Councilmember DeCosta: I understand that Mike, but three hundred 
thousand dollars ($300,000) is quite a large amount of money and I am just asking 
that question, because prior when I coached K-PAL with Mark Ozaki, it was a 
designated position through KPD. I am asking now, if the Chief is listening, do we 
have a designated position right now through the budget of KPD with K-PAL and 
this is additional funding or does this funding support the position? 

Mr. Dahilig: Let me be clear in terms of that. If you look 
at the agency that is responsible, it is our office, so it is not meant specifically as an 
earmark for the police department. We know that there are other initiatives that are 
on the lines of leadership development and those types of things that could help with 
youth mental health recovery support. We just saw that a partnership with K-PAL 
would be an opportunity to provide resources that way. Our office's intent behind 
this would not be to provide money for additional positions-that would be our 
intention. Chief Raybuck, if he is on the line, can elaborate more about how they are 
currently set up, but given that the funding is not earmarked specifically for the police 
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department and moreso for our office to handle-our intention is not to add another 
position. 

Councilmember DeCosta: Okay. Can the Chief answer that question for 
me? K-PAL will currently be up and running and do we have a designated officer in 
that K-PAL position? 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: 
his desk. 

Councilmember DeCosta: 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: 
that. 

Councilmember DeCosta: 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: 

The Chief may not be on. He might not be at 

Okay. I guess we can find that out later. 

We can send a written request to the Chief on 

Thank you. 

Councilmember Cowden. 

Coun_cilmember Cowden: I have a follow-up. Some of our youth mental 
health assistance went to a skate park in Kapa'a-boy is that a success. I would say 
the mental health of the kids running around on that looks pretty high emotional 
tone. It is unbelievable how much joy is bouncing around that concrete. Could this 
youth mental health recovery support end up partly in another skate park moneys, 
because we did have some left over in our parks money? 

(Council Chair Kaneshiro was noted as not present.) 

Councilmember Cowden: We are looking at Waimea or somewhere else. 
I know there was a thought towards 'Ele'ele. A lot of the Lima Ola work underway is 
not ready yet. 

(Council Chair Kaneshiro was noted as present.) 

Councilmember Cowden: So it could be things like that, as well. I am 
not trying to narrow you in to doing a skate park right now, but that could fall under 
that money too, is that right? 

Mr. Dahilig: At this juncture, we do have the normal CIP 
budget for Fiscal Year 2022 moneys for skate park development. · 

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. 

Mr. Dahilig: So our focus would be to use those moneys 
that are actually in the Fiscal Year 2022 budget for any type of additional skate park 
construction. It does not necessarily exclude it for potential future expenditure, but 
our intention with this was not infrastructure, but rather programing. 

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. 
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho. 

Councilmember Carvalho: Mike, I wanted to ask a question about 
K-PAL. Is it still the plan to house the program at the stadium? The facility part 
that we were talking about having that structure and having it more of a location 
area. 

Mr. Dahilig: We are looking at something at this juncture 
that, at least from the dialogue with individual Councilmembers, it seemed like there 
was a need to more rapidly push support programs out to our keiki. So we were not 
looking at this from a standpoint of construction, rather things that we can rapidly 
get out there to support some of those gaps that are being articulated to us. Future 
tranches of funding does not preclude expenditure on that, as long as we get clearance 
from the Office of the County Attorney, but we think at this go around given what we 
are hearing, something that we can get out of the gates quickly is what we are after. 

Councilmember Carvalho: Okay. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any other questions for any other 
line items? Councilmember Cowden. 

Councilmember Cowden: Grant Management Overhead/Contingency 
Year 1 for KEMA for two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) beyond the 
emergency operation center ongoing response of one million dollars ($1,000,000). 
What is that two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000)? 

Mr. Dahilig: Just like with the CARES Act budget, we did 
need administrative support to ensure documentation and throttling on expenditures 
to be in line with the Federal requirements mainly things like ensuring or following 
Chapter 2 of the Code of Federal Regulations on expenditure of money, et cetera. The 
amount, as mentioned previously, includes one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) 
that is being held in there in case we get a good read from the Federal government 
on cesspool conversion, of which one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) of that 
would move into the cesspool conversion line item and we would be left with only one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) in overhead, which we would envision only 
involves, at best, one (1) individual having to sort through with all the compliance 
and reporting that is going to be necessary to use these funds and maintain good 
standing with the Federal government. 

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any other questions from the 
Members on that line item? If not, are there any further questions? Councilmember 
Kuali'i. 

Councilmember Kuali'i: Mike, is that generally allowed as an 
administrative fee of sorts for managing the entire funding? 
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Mr. Dahilig: We are trying to keep it as low as possible, 
because we are trying to push as much money towards programs rather than 
overhead-that is our objective. Some places may charge up to ten percent (10%) 
overhead and we are trying to keep it to one percent (1 %) or two percent (2%) on our 
end and we think that we are able to do so given the amount of effort that was needed 
to maintain the CARES money. 

Councilmember Kuali'i: That is exactly what I was going to say. I 
often have seen the administrative fees are around ten percent (10%), so this is 
definitely much lower. But you are putting it towards programs as much as 
possible-that is really important too, thank you. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden. 

Councilmember Cowden: Since we have people listening, I briefly want 
to note there is adolescent drug treatment support for two hundred thousand 
dollars ($200,000) and domestic violence prevention grants for one hundred 
twenty-one thousand dollars ($121,000). Do you want to speak to the adolescent drug 
treatment funding? 

Mr. Dahilig: As we continue to look at transitioning the 
center back to usage as an adolescent drug treatment center, which Mayor Derek S.K. 
Kawakami has committed to do, and the pandemic threw a wrench in our intended 
plans, the moneys that are coming from the Legislature are a sign of commitment to 
ensuring that "kick start" moneys are there to get that center up and running. We 
feel it appropriate that we also take same like funding. Because the State legislature 
used ARPA funds for that earmark, then for us, we should also contribute to the 
cause, so that is where the two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) in drug 
treatment support is meant to pair with the State support that Senator Kouchi and 
the Legislature was able to put in this year's budget. 

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. Just for clarity, that was one million 
three hundred thousand dollars ($1,300,000), I believe, that came from the State. So 
that would be putting one million five hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,000) to help 
launch the adolescent drug treatment. Thank you. 

Mr. Dahilig: Yes. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta. 

Councilmember De Costa: I was wondering if Nalani is still on. The two 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) on the nonprofit economic loss support for 
local grants; can you educate us on that? 

Mr. Dahilig: I do not see Nalani on the line. Would you like 
me to answer the question or would you like me to see if I can call her in? 

Councilmember DeCosta: Either way. I would like to know where that 
money will be going and what nonprofits are going to be benefiting. 
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Mr. Dahilig: I am sorry, you were on mute. 

Councilmember DeCosta: I would like to know, is this a lump sum going 
out to different nonprofits? How do we allocate it? How do they qualify if it is 
nonprofits? What nonprofits? 

Mr. Dahilig: Like we did under the CARES Act, when we 
did it for all businesses, we provided what was called the boost grant, which was a 
fixed amount of money that was given to each business or company that showed a 
degree of economic loss, so it was a fixed amount. We are looking at trying to restart 
that program just for nonprofit entities that are qualified under the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) 501(c)(3) Code. It would be a fixed amount that would be given as a 
boost, not necessarily based off of the size of the organization or a particular type of 
economic loss. So it is restarting a program that we had last summer, but instead, 
this time, we would be focused on nonprofits. 

Councilmember DeCosta: 
follow-up. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: 

Okay, I will send an E-mail to Nalani to 

Council Vice Chair Chock. 

Councilmember Chock: Just a follow-up on the adolescent treatment 
center line item. Thank you for providing clarity on what its intent is and I am glad 
the County is investing in it as well. I know you folks are in discussion and I have 
had some meetings recently in terms of us progressing the treatment center forward; 
have we come to a resolution on that item, so we can anticipate the use of these funds? 

Mr. Dahilig: At this point in time, we are proceeding as if 
we are in normal course. We have engaged in discussions with Hawai'i Health 
Systems Corporation Leadership on the center. We remain committed to seeing that 
the County remains a partner in being able to get the center up and running. What 
we will say is that, at this point in time, we have no intention to respond at any 
juncture to calls to have the center revert back to a private entity without cause. 
Until this turns into a legal claim or legal demand, we will come to the Council with 
that information through our attorneys if that becomes a critical issue where a claim 
or some type of specific performance lawsuit may be demanded upon the County. 

Councilmember Chock: Thank you. My hope is that it does not move 
in that direction as you have mentioned and that there is a resolution that can be 
obtained, so the pass-through to get the center up and running is reached. Based on 
your response, it does not seem like that is the direction it is going. 

Mr. Dahilig: Our intent is to stay focused on the kids. We 
have no interest in getting "bogged down" in anything that would impede the 
progression of being able to find the best formula to get this up and running. But like 
in any multi-agency or multi-entity dynamic, there are differences of opinions. What 
I can say for Mayor Kawakami has always been consistent, is that the center will be 
used for an adult and adolescent health care purpose at this point, as part of the 
COVID-19 pandemic-it was never meant as a permanent usage. We need to transfer 
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that particular operation out of that center at a point where we have a sustainable 
plan to be able to get something financially up and running. That is where I think 
the funds both proposed here and the moneys that are being proposed as part of the 
State's legislature budget to the Governor are meant to provide that kick-starting 
opportunity to have whatever entity would come in to run the center-have the 
kick-starting funds to get critical mass and up and running. As we have seen with 
the past two (2) attempts at requests for proposals through our procurement process, 
the original idea and the commitment that was made to not have the center draw on 
additional State taxpayer resources is not something that is tenable. So it is 
important for us to recognize that and move on from that initial presumption and 
provide support where necessary. So we see this two hundred thousand 
dollars ($200,000) as moneys in recognition of that model that cannot work as initially 
envisioned where the center would be self-sustaining. 

Councilmember Chock: Thank you. I hope that we can move this 
forward quickly and expediently for the sake of the kids. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta. 

Councilmember DeCosta: I am glad the County is committed. First 
hand, I do work for the Department of Education and I have been involved with the 
group of adolescent who needs that drug treatment center up and running. We had 
to relocate them to Kaua'i High School at a portable, which they originally had a 
classroom at the drug treatment center. Now, I believe, going forward, next year, we 
have them at three (3) different schools. Waimea, Kapa'a, and Kaua'i High Schools 
where they will not be altogether. So we are spreading our resources out. I know the 
building is being used for adults, but I believe it is a far cry from what it was first set 
out to be. We need to work together to make it happen. The kids have already been 
impacted, especially at the high school level. I was able to go in a classroom to teach 
these kids and they are the very ones who need to be in a facility like that with the 
mental health services, with the educational platform, and all the different entities. 
I am really glad the County and Mayor Kawakami are committed. Thank you. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho. 

Councilmember Carvalho: I just wanted to follow-up. The intent of the 
adolescent center is really about the youth, and you mentioned that earlier. We had 
numerous discussions on this project and I think there was never any intent to put 
one over the other, we are just trying to make it work, make it fit, make it happen. I 
am not trying to cause any kind of conflict, if you will, and I am hoping working 
together, we can continue to dialogue and talk about it. Once we get into any legal 
issues-you folks know that it causes all of this stuff and avoids-so I am hoping that 
as a Councilmember, we can continue to work together and make this center work 
sooner than later. It is very important. It is not about others and you know this. I 
just wanted to mention that and continue to work closely with the Administration to 
see how we can really come up to a solid continued plan. We have a plan in place, 
from what I understand, so I look forward to more conversation and not having to 
take any legal action, but really work it for the betterment of our youth who really 
needs this facility tomorrow. I just wanted to say that. Thank you. 
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any further questions from the 
Members on any of the items? Is there any final discussion from the Members? 
Councilmember Chock, then Councilmember Kuali'i. 

There being no objections, the meeting was called back to order, and proceeded 
as follows: 

Councilmember Chock: Thank you, Chair. First, I want to thank you, 
Mike, the Office of the Mayor, and the Administration for having this dialogue prior 
to this meeting to discuss and collaborate with the Council to come up with this 
budget and I can see some of these requests have been really taken to heart and 
included-the youth mental recovery and cesspool conversion, to note. In 
comparison, I will share with my colleagues, I know there are other counties who are 
fighting over these funds that are not much, but they are fighting over it nonetheless 
to a degree where ten percent (10%) to twenty percent (20%) is being reserved by the 
Council. I think that limits the community and County, in general, when we lack the 
ability to collaborate, so I want to thank and acknowledge that. I also want to shed 
light on moving forward, there is this and another round of it that we might be able 
to take a look at, and of course the three million dollars ($3,000,000) that was 
identified. None of this that we are looking at here today would have been possible 
if, one, the reserve was not there for the shortfalls. Also, we have done well with our 
Real Property Tax because of the market in itself, so we have not had to deal with 
that shortfall there. That being said, I think the County has a lot of priorities that 
we need to and should be looking at to address. I think one was mentioned by 
Councilmember DeCosta, certainly food security, which is identified in this is 
something that I think we should continue to look at. To me, that qualifies not only 
in industry development, but also to be looking at a way to pivot new industries and 
supporting those ideas that we need to take into consideration to be more sustainable 
and more renewable from the economic standpoint. The other part that came to light 
to me on the call today with NACo was that these funds can actually address some of 
our existing challenges infrastructure-wise, in particularly flood mitigation. So the 
County is right in the midst of hazard mitigation plans. This ARP A funding can go 
towards flood management and I think it is a big issue. I know it is a jurisdictional 
issue that we have struggled with and whatever funds we had from the last 2018 
floods have been dissected and torn apart. I think we need to cross this bridge, so to 
speak, sooner than later, in identifying roles and that requires us to put some funding 
to come up with strong plans on how it can take care of our flooding issues, because I 
think that is on the horizon that will come back to "bite us in the butt," if we do not 
take a look at it. I am mentioning those things as opportunities that we can look at 
as a County and address for future funding. I will be supporting this. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kuali'i. 

Councilmember Kuali'i: I just wanted to say thank you for this and the 
breakdown for the way it is. I am appreciative of the moneys going towards 
supportive housing and houseless support. I am looking forward to hearing more, as 
soon as you have more information on the three million seven hundred thousand 
dollars ($3,700,000). Lastly, when Council Vice Chair Chock asked a question about 
the adolescent treatment center, I think we received more information than just what 
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this one hundred thousand dollar ($100,000) line item represents, but I will say that 
since Councilmember Carvalho and I have been working with you, the Mayor, and 
the community in moving this forward, I am very confident that we are at a place 
now that the overall direction part is done, the day-to-day managerial negotiation 
part is what is left and I have every confidence in the Mayor and yourself, Managing 
Director, to work with HHSC and with the new nonprofit Kaua'i Adolescent 
Treatment Center for Healing (KATCH) on what final steps need to be put in place, 
so we can get the treatment center up and running as soon as possible. I am happy 
the Department of Health is supportive and ready to transition away from serving as 
the isolation center fairly quickly so that can happen. If you need any additional 
support from us, please let us know. Thank you. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho. 

Councilmember Carvalho: I wanted to thank Mike and Mayor for this 
budget. I totally support it. I really appreciate the outreach to all of us individually 
to have discussion on it before. The agricultural part is a big part-all of it is very 
important, I like the layout, but the agricultural part that we had further discussion 
on, duplicating Aina Ho'okupu O Kilauea, that kind of setting in different parts of 
our island, and the farm to table-that kind of thinking, maybe more support that 
way through the agricultural part of this discussion. Of course, the adolescent part, 
working together to make it happen. I really appreciate the opportunity to talk 
line-by-line and have healthy discussions. Mahala for that and I look forward to more 
positive outcomes in all of these areas. Thank you. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden. 

Councilmember Cowden: First of all, I do want to echo that I appreciate 
that we have had the Reserve Funds available, so we have been able to have this 
collective choice to push this tranche of ARP A funds to the broader comm unity. I 
think we need to keep an eye on inflation when we are seeing taxes going up. Soon, 
we are going to see our bills go up proportionately, because across the islands, the 
nation, and the world, everything is going up, so the value of money is less and we 
have a challenge with that. I want to speak to what Council Vice Chair Chock has 
said about flood mitigation. Councilmember Carvalho and I have been working on 
trying to bridge that gap of division between departments of the different layers of 
government on our rivers-that is important to me. I feel like all of this is reasonable, 
of course it would be wonderful to have a lot more money, because there is lot more 
things that need to be addressed. On the adolescent drug treatment facility, I have 
a deep interest in that and as Committee Chair for Public Safety & Human Services 
Committee, I am a little stunned that this has not been brought to me for a 
conversation-I want some inclusion. I am going be looking closer at this issue as we 
are struggling through it, but hopefully we will be able to find a way to get this up 
and functioning rapidly. I am glad for the one million three hundred thousand 
dollars ($1,300,000) that we did get from the State, because that was a big part of the 
impasse that we were dealing with. So I am supportive of this and it will be 
interesting how we will handle the three million seven hundred eighty-three 
dollars ($3,783,000) and the rest. Thank you for the work you have done, Managing 
Director Mike Dahilig and everyone involved. 
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin. 

Councilmember Evslin: I just mostly echo what my colleagues have 
said in that I really appreciate this proposed budget. I appreciate the work that you 
folks did with us beforehand and the collaboration on it. I think we were lucky in so 
many ways on Kaua'i and the smart policy and the heroic efforts of our community 
kept COVID-19 at bay, so we were able to avoid those negative health impacts, but 
the other tremendous costs of the pandemic-costs on the community, mental health, 
et cetera, cost on our businesses we did bear and that was disproportionately often to 
the elderly, youth, businesses, nonprofits, and houseless. So I really appreciate both 
the CARES Act and this ARP A money in really trying to push all of that out to the 
community. I know there was a clear policy decision that you folks had here between 
trying to refill our Reserve or using this to push it out to the community and when I 
think the community wore the cost of smart and necessary policy, it was important 
to push this out, so I really appreciate that. Again, obviously none of that would have 
been possible if we did not have a strong Reserve-also, my appreciation to former 
Councils. I want to advocate a little bit as we move forward with the three million 
eight hundred thousand dollars ($3,800,000), I know that you folks have or are trying 
to figure out ways to help businesses in that gap group in some capacity. From my 
perspective, a lot of the Federal relief money came too late, so the businesses that 
really needed it ended up going out of business. Then the second tranche of Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) funding was so huge, the Small Business 
Association (SBA) relief money that can refund restaurants loss revenues for 2020, 
but that does not help all the places that already went out of business. I think as we 
are talking about gap businesses that did not receive relief, they are really those who 
went out of business already. I do not know how to structure this, but if we were 
trying to figure out some gap relief funding, it would be possibly start-up capital for 
any business that went out of business in 2020 or early 2021 that did not get Federal 
money; maybe getting a small County grant towards some start-up relief could go a 
long way. 

My other small pitch for that next tranche of funding would be to echo of what 
Councilmember Cowden was saying regarding the skatepark. For me, part of the 
lesson of the pandemic was realizing the importance of outdoor public spaces that is 
such an important place for our community to build community and healthy physical 
and mental health in these spaces. Often, what the shutdown showed was the lack 
of vibrant outdoor public spaces here. The skatepark coming out of CARES Act was 
a good example of what this money can go towards, which I do not know what the 
word Councilmember Cowden used, creating bundles of joy or something in that 
concrete park, but hopefully we can look at trying to allocate more money toward 
mental health, but towards physical infrastructure, especially because we have a 
longer time period to spend the money down, it would be great to see more vibrant 
open spaces built with that. Anyway, that is all, I appreciate the effort and the 
collaboration here. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta. 

Councilmember DeCosta: Thank you, Councilmember Evslin. You 
almost took the words right out of my mouth and said it even better than I could have 
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said it. I just want to echo again, Mike, Mayor, thank you for being transparent from 
the get-go with this budget proposal. The prior meeting that we had answered a lot 
of the questions. I am impressed when we spoke to Mike and mentioned a couple of 
different areas like the one million dollars ($1,000,000) that comes from the 
Emergency Operating Center and the two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) 
that is an additional to the grant management overhead. There will be some funding 
that may not be used. I need to echo what Councilmember Carvalho said, the food 
security, Council Vice Chair Chock, I cannot reiterate it more. Granted we slated 
money in this for small farmers for farm to table and getting their product from their 
farm certified, washed, and in the market, but we have not put money towards animal 
raising or farming. We have models out there and I speak a lot with Council Vice 
Chair Chock, our taro farmers have great community taro projects like Waipa and 
Uncle Preston Wan in Ha'ena where they work in the taro patch and get to take home 
taro-it is a different philosophy than raising vegetables and selling them at the 
farmers' market. We need to create a sense of community and I am hoping the next 
three million eight hundred thousand dollars ($3,800,000) can be earmarked to create 
animal community farming. In dialogue with Council Chair Kaneshiro and 
Councilmember Cowden, having our homeless become ranchers to have a purpose to 
have a place to live while farming and ranching. I am hoping that can be a dream 
come true, so please keep us in mind on the next round of funding. Thank you. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any final words of discussion? 
Councilmember Kuali'i. 

Councilmember Kuali'i: Just the last point, Councilmember Cowden 
talked about being stunned that this was not brought to her attention. I will say that 
it was not brought to Councilmember Carvalho's or my attention by the 
Administration, but in fact it was Councilmember Carvalho and I who initiated ... once 
we saw the article in the newspaper about the repurposing of the center, we initiated 
trying to get back to where the original purpose was. So we thought it could involve 
a Resolution or any other policy, so obviously because of Sunshine Law, we are limited 
to two (2) Councilmembers pursuing any type of issue, so that is how it came about. 
Along the way we met with the community and the Administration and things have 
developed and now we are getting to a place where it is about to go back to where it 
originally started. It only seems like people are left in the dark, because I believe the 
Administration is at a place now, where after they make their final negotiations and 
figure exactly how it will take shape, then I would say to Mike, it would be an 
appropriate time to come before the Council and give us an update on what the plans 
are, how it is going to come to fruition, and how we are going to deliver to our 
community how it is intended and always wanted. Thank you. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? If not, I just want to say 
I appreciate this money coming in, it is an extra ten million dollars ($10,000,000) to 
our County, which is a big amount of money for our County. As the accountant in me 
would say, let us put all this money into the Reserve, but at this time, stimulating 
the economy, assisting with mental health in the community, providing funding for 
housing and homeless, and mitigating the negative impacts that the community has 
felt from COVID-19 last year and going into this year, are definitely much more 
pressing than my desire to have a healthy Reserve fund. This money coming in is 
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going to be needed to help stimulate the economy and get things going. I will continue 
to look at other ways to help build our Reserve back up, but at this time, I think these 
priorities are more pressing than replenishing our Reserve. I am happy in the line 
items that you have proposed and these are all items that are much needed. I think 
all Councilmembers and everyone in the community recognizes that these are the 
items that the community is asking for, needs, and wants, so I am appreciative that 
we are spending the money towards these items. Councilmember Cowden. 

Councilmember Cowden: I just have a little bit more to say. I realize 
right now we are speaking to the three million seven hundred eighty thousand 
dollars ($3,780,000) as well, when we vote on this, we are accepting both, right? So 
we are accepting one open, correct? 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We are accepting to apply for, receive, and 
expend the seven million dollars ($7,000,000) and the three million 
dollars ($3,000,000), but as the Administration said, they will come back to us with a 
plan on the three million seven hundred eighty thousand dollars ($3,780,000). 

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. I was hoping we had some input on 
that. I am pleased and think all of us would like to help our houseless community. 
There are a lot more than who are just in the parks, so I am very proud of Kealaula 
and we could build another one, as Councilmember DeCosta is saying. The people 
themselves are saying community first is ahead of housing first-a lot of these people 
have a bonding from their hardship. So Councilmember Kuali'i and I are going to be 
going to O'ahu, and I have been working with the Waimanalo and Waianae groups to 
look and see how we can be building on both. Twinkle, who is the head of the Waianae 
group, has a statement that I thought really resonated as accurate with me and that 
is, "what is needed is a little kuleana to wake up people's mi'ini'i." Whether it is a farm 
or ranch, one of the things that makes them so good together as a group is that they 
take care of each other-that is something I see. A lot of times they turn down 
opportunities not because they do not want to follow the rules, but because they do 
not want to leave each other. So when people have different injuries or disabilities, 
they are able to support one another. I am excited that we are all looking at how we 
can help these communities and come up with a cost-effective way to be able to spread 
that money further and farther. We need to be taking a look at that, especially if we 
have happier outcomes as a result. I am very thankful that I hear the resounding 
interest in this, and I think that we are going to see, if we are not careful and do not 
create solutions, if all we are doing is creating a house, what we really need is to 
create solutions, because my concern is there will be more displacement as we are 
seeing national trends for wholesale buying of single-family homes by investment 
organizations. So a family is not just competing with other families, they are 
competing with big financial institutions for buying housing. We are going to have 
to out create that problem and that lines up very well with food security, wood, 
building, we have trees that we could cut and reuse, there are a lot of ways that we 
could be more resilient, and that creates that kuleana to help create the mi'ini'i. I like 
the direction that we are going. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any further discussion from the 
Members? 
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(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to 
testify regarding this agenda item.) 

The motion to approve C 2021-144 was then put, and unanimously carried. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Next item. 

CLAIMS: 

C 2021-145 Communication (05/28/2021) from the County Clerk, transmitting 
a claim filed against the County of Kaua'i by Dylan DePue, for damage to his property, 
pursuant to Section 23.06, Charter of the County ofKaua'i. 

C 2021-146 Communication (06/01/2021) from the County Clerk, 
transmitting a claim filed against the County of Kaua'i by Donald S. Greer, for 
personal physical and punitive damages, pursuant to Section 23.06, Charter of the 
County of Kaua'i. 

Councilmember Cowden moved to refer C 2021-145 and C 2021-146 to the 
Office of the County Attorney for disposition and/or report back to the Council, 
seconded by Councilmember Kuali'i. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: 
the Members? 

Are there any questions or discussion from 

(No written testimony was received and no registered speakers requested to 
testify regarding these agenda items.) 

The motion to refer C 2021-145 and C 2021-146 to the Office of the County 
Attorney for disposition and/or report back to the Council was then put, and 
unanimously carried. 

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. That concludes the 
business on our agenda. Not seeing or hearing any objections, this Council Meeting is 
now adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

There being no further business, the Council Meeting adjourned at 11:29 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JA . FOUNTAIN-TANIGAWA 
County Clerk 

:Jy 


